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The British Isles

The British Isles are situated to the north-west of Europe. They are
washed by the Atlantic Ocean in the west and by the North Sea in the
cast. The Irish Sea is between Great Britain and Ircland. The English
Channel is to the south of Great Britain. The Strait of Dover is the
narrowest part of the English Channel. It is 33 miles across.

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland is a part
of the British Isles. The territory of the UK is 244000 square miles. The
population of the UK is 56 mln.people. The capitalis London. There are
4 parts in the UK. They are: England, Scotland, Wales and Northern
Ireland. The capital of England is London. The capital of Scotland is
Edinburgh. The capital of Wales is Cardiff. The capital of Northern
Ireland is Belfast.

Scotland has two parts. They are: the Highlands and the Lowlands.
There are the Grampian Mountains in the Highlands of Scotland. The
highest peak is Ben Nevis. It is 1343 metres high. The Cambrian
Mountains are in Wales. The highest peak is Snowdon. It is 1085
‘metres high.
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The rivers in Great Britain are neither long nor deep. The largest
rivers are the Thames and the Severn. There are many beautiful lakes in
Great Britain. Most of them are in England and in Scotland. The Lake
District is in the north of England 300 kms from London. There are
many lakes in the Highlands of Scotland. They are called lochs. Loch
Lomond and Loch Ness are the most beautiful.

The warm current the Gulf Stream influences the climate of the
British Isles greatly. It makes the climate temperate. It means that
summers are cool and winters are mild. The best season is spring.

The British flag is called the Union Jack. It is the combination of
three crosses: the Cross of St.George. the Cross of St.Andrew and the
Cross of StPatrick. The official song is “God Save the King.The
symbol of Englandis a red rose. The symbol of Scotland s a thistle. The
symbol of Northern Ireland is a shamrock. The symbol of Wales is a
daffodil.

O

» S





